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ARTISTS’ STATEMENTS, excerpts (edited only for clarity) 
 

Art for me is a way to express what I feel is important in life and to expand my views 
upon the subject....The theme I worked with this year is things that people take for 
granted. 

Wonderful Life, plywood, house paint…The message I want this piece to send is to 
always remember that you are the only one who has control over your peace, love, and 
happiness….I chose to exaggerate the size of the cut outs because I believe that these 
three emotions are by far the most important and affect you the most. Altogether, I 
created this piece as a reminder to put yourself first always, because in the end you are 
the only one who can truly make yourself happy. 

Painting Over…These pieces are heavily about my heritage as a member of the dine 
nations, the style of the pots and the symbols carved into them are traditionally Navajo 
and Pueblo. 

Industrial Revelation—barbed wire, fine steel wool ignited by 9-volt battery. The 
purpose of this project is to represent visually the cycle of humanity and our self- 
destructive nature that will ultimately result in our extinction….The guarantee of life is 
a life worth protecting. 

Falling Leaves…I created this earthy mobile to represent seasonal changes. 

“Vanishing of the Bees”…for my art piece I wanted to bring awareness to this concept. I 
poured paint to create a blue sky marbled background and then splattered “bee like” 
marbled patterns on it. 

…I have learned that art takes time and patience, something that does not always come 
easily for me. My artwork show the change in my ideas, skills, and patience in the 
output of my artwork by the time and effort I put into each project. 

“Peaking Sun”…one thing I look forward to in the short days of Alaska is the gleaming 
sunset. For these two pieces, I created the sunsets far from my home, embracing the 
bold colors and softness of the sky. 

I live by mountain, I learned by mountains, and I strive by mountains. I created this art 
piece, “I dream of mountains” in my spare time at home where I look out my window 
and see the 6,000-foot mountain, Pioneer Peak. 

When we first started on these projects, we were asked to create something that 
reflected what we veiled was worth protecting. Sticking to my theme, I wanted to 
incorporate traditional earth-based knowledge and indigenous ways of teaching and 
learning….Most people mistake earth-paced learning as slow, limited, or irrelevant in 
modern society. Yet with all of the great advances in science and technology, we still 
retain very primitive emotions and lack a proper understanding of our place in nature 
and the impact western culture has had on traditional societies all over the world. 
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